Debunking the rumor that Guru Gobind Singh Ji was 
attempting to bargain with Aurangzeb by praising 
him in “Zafarnama” 


There are six lines in the Zafarnama that appear to be in praise of 
Aurangzeb but they are actually "taunt" or "what Aurangzeb thinks of 


himself" which I will prove in this article. 


We shall first look at Guru Gobind Singh Ji's criticisms of Aurangzeb in 
Zafarnama, and then will look at another letter of Guru Gobind Singh Ji 
which is known as ‘Fatehnama’ which was a formal declaration of war 


against Aurangzeb. 


Criticism of Aurangzeb in Zafarnama 


1. Hol $3ad Ul AHH SHS Il fa SHE Ded MAS Ue! WAS 1193 I 


MARAA AITBAAR-E BAR EEN KASM-E NEEST, KE EIZAD GAVAH AST YAZDAN YAKEEST (13) 


| have no trust in this oath (of Aurangzeb) anymore (You have written that) 
God is one and that he is witness (between us) 


2. 6 Asdd Hd! ¥sa"d UdHS | for SUAS let THs forsagAS 1198 I 


A KATREH MARAA AITBAAR-E BAR-OST, KI BAKSHI VA DEEWAN HAMEH KIZB GOST (14) 


| don’t have trust in you even equivalent to a drop (of water). Your army 
general and advisor (who came to me with your oaths on Koran) were all 
telling lies. 


3. AH ACIS qauit qae esurd || TH dha wf” Hee HIE Td NA 


KASE KAUL-E KURAN KUNAD AITBAAR, HAMAN ROZ-E AKHIR SHAWAD MARD KHAWAR (15) 


If anyone trusts (you) on oath of Koran, that person is doomed in the end 


4. AH Uns Case UA Ale od IS dds SA AA MI Dad 1199 1 


KASE PUSHT UFTAD PAS-E SHER NAR, NA GIRAD BUZ-O MEISH-O AHOO GUZAR (17) 


If aman stands behind the back of a lion, let alone (anyone) catching that 
person, a goat or a sheep or a deer cannot even pass nearby (Aurangzeb! | 
stand in shadow of the Almighty, and your men who are like goats, sheep 
and deer could not catch me in spite of your deceptions) 


5. 6 OH fa St Hole dard UP Il Td Idle dd Suge Fd IRS 


NA DAANAM KI EEN MARD ROBAH-E PEECH, VAGAR HARGIZ EEN RAH NIYAYAM B-HEECH (24) 


| do not know that this person (Aurangzeb) is cunning like a fox. Otherwise 
| would never have come to this place i.e. Chamkaur (by vacating 
Anandpur on the false oaths of Aurangzeb and his men). 


6. 6 UOH fa Hf Hafe Unt frase 1 fa POSS UTHS WAS ST isa sul 


NA DAANAM KI EEN MARD PAIMAAN SHIKAN, KE DAULAT PRAST AST EEMAAN SHIKAN (45) 


Aurangzeb! | did not know that you are a liar ; that you are mere worshipper 
of wealth and breaker of your faith 


7. & SH UGHsl 6 MBate TT lS Aloe HSH GS HIHE Wall SEI 


NA EEMAN PRASTI NA AUZAA-E DEEN, NA SAHIB SHANAASI NA MOHKAM YAKEEN (46) 


You neither have faith in your religion nor you understand its meaning. You 
even do not understand the Almighty and you do not firm faith in Him 


8. fa Hh Hae T Hdd tsa SHS Il fa AHN ATSHS Une! WAH Sti 


KE EEN MARD RA ZARRA EITBAAR-E NEEST, CHI KASM-E KURAN AST YAZDAAN YAKEEST (48) 


This man(Aurangzeb)can not be trusted even equivalent of a speck and 
who swears by Koran and says that God is one. 


9 fod Be fa ¥ Uda Gus vd Il for Sat SHIGHS Udied Hd NOI 


CHIHA SHUD KI CHUN BACHGAN KUSHTEH CHAR, KI BAKI B-MAAND AST PECHIDA MAAR (78) 


What happened that you have killed four children (my sons), the coiled 
snake (in the form of my Khalsa) still remains (to confront you). 


10. fad Hoel fa ward HAA aSt 1 fa wifsA SH T isda gat oti 
CHEH MARDI KI AAHGAR KHAMOSHAN KUNI, KI ATASH DAMAN RA B-DOSHAN KUNI (79) 


What manliness you have shown by extinguishing a few sparks 
(sahibzadas). You have made the conflagration brighter and more 
furious(the Khalsa). 


11. fa HT atgald Jas VIS BHT || wat Ga at Age BHT ICAI 


KE MAA BAARGAAH-E HAZRAT AAYAM SHUMA, VAZAAN ROZ BAASHI TU SHAAHED HAMAAN (81) 


When | meet you in the court of the Lord, that day you will become a 
witness (and answer all the crimes committed by you) 


12. ST HS BUSH fol Ue! HOTA || UH fd BAIT FES HSA CUI 


TURA MAN NADAANAM KE YAZDAAN SHANAAS, BAR-AAMAD Z TU KAR-HA DIL KHARAASH (85) 


| do not know if you believe in the Almighty since you have performed too 
many deeds that were tyrannical.(calling him tyrant) 


13. HOTA JH J 6 Uae aH 1S We TH yess HAH ITE II 


SHANAASID HAMEEHN TU BA YAZDAAN KARIM, NA-KHAWAHAD HAMEEN TU B-DAULAT AZEEM 
(86) 


The bountiful Almighty knows your (evil) deeds well. He does not want you 
to continue having this great wealth (Aurangzeb! Your kingdom is coming 
to an end by the will of Almighty). 


14. Adid He Adi TJ yydel AHH Il Ha! VSad G Ul Add GH IOI 


AGAR SAD KURAN RA B-KHORDI KASAM, MARA EITBAAR-E NA YAK ZARRA DAM (87) 


Now if you swear a hundred times on Koran, | will not trust you for a 
moment even equivalent to a single speck 


15. Jgds fontGH & Sf Td ASH | Midd HI SYS HS Mi AT EH ICI 


HAZOORI NI-AAYAM NA EEN RAH SHAWAM, AGAR SHAH B-KHAWAHAD MAN AANJAH RAWAM 
(88) 


| will not come to your court. Neither | will take the way (that leads to your 
court). | will go where ever the Almighty wishes me to go. 


16. 3d did Sd JHS BHA < ad Il fa HT fodid MAS UAE Had 
IQOU Il 


TURA GAR NAZAR AST LASHKAR VA ZAR, KE MARA NIGEH AST YAZDAAN SHUKAR (105) 


You are proud of your military might and all the wealth at your disposal. On 
the other hand | am looking towards the Almighty to whom | am always 
grateful. 


17. 1a BT ddd MAS Ud HSI HS Il SH DT US MAS Ue! Maye 
AOE Il 


KE O RA GAROOR AST BAR MULK-O MAAL, VA MARA PANAH AST YAZDAAN AKAAL (106) 


That you are proud of the strength of your empire and the wealth, while | 
am under the protection of the Supreme Being. 


18. J NSS HA Ht fret ASTE I fa MISH Use Ad A BATE 11909 II 


TU GAAFAL MASH-OO ZEEN SEPANJI SARA-E, KE AALAM B-GUZRAD SAR-E JA B-JA-E (107) 


Aurangzeb! Be aware that this world is like an inn where each person 
comes to stay just eight days. And once his time is over, he yields his place 
to others. 


19. 3 did Wed MHA HoH HAS || AHH JY SHd SoH HAS 
Iktexel| 


TU BA JABR AJIZ KHARAASHI MAKUN, KASM RA B-TEESHEH TARAASHI MAKUN (109) 


Aurangzeb! Stop using your force to torment and maiming ( the innocents ). 
Do not oppress these helpless people on (false) oaths. 


oo. Set sideta Feet FHT 11 fa Ud Jd fags Halts Hat Q0t Il 
B-BEEN GARDISH-E BE-WAFAA-E ZAMAAN, KE B-GUZASHT BAR HAR MAKEEN-O MAKAAN (108) 


Look at the unfaithfulness of the world that everyone is crossing the house 
of others without any restriction ie Mughals forcibly snatching other’s 
possessions. 


a1. HAO Sal Ud US AA 8 Md Il So Old WH Ud dHe Ysa NEC 


MAZAN TEG BAR KHOON KAS BE-DREG, TURA NEEZ KHOON AST BA CHARKH-E TEG (69) 


You are shedding the blood of people without any reason. Remember! 
Your blood will also be shed by the heavenly sword. 


20, fase fal Get HATHA Al Il G Tesd AH! AH HTH AST NEU 


BAYED KE YAZDAAN SHANAASI KUNI, NA GUFTEH KASAN KAS KHARAASHI KUNI (65) 


You should recognise the Lord Almighty and, stop harming and tormenting 
the people on the advise of others 


23. 3 HASY OHl Hdeld atears Il fa we mS fore UGH Hes NSE 


TU MASNAD NASHEEN SAR-VAR-E KAA-E NAAT, KE AJAB AST INSAAF EEN HAM SIFAAT (66) 


You are occupying the throne in the name of the Lord of the universe. But 
strange is your justice and strange are your attributes. 


o4, fa mate HS fronted  ugedt 11 fa Je ws He de Yt Aged 11911 
KE AJAB AST INSAAF-O DEEN PARVARI, KE HEIF AST SAD HEIF EEN SARVARI (67) 


That strange is your justice and strange are the ways of (your) religion. And your 
lordship? What a pity! It is pitiable hundreds of times. 


25. fa MAy MAS MAY WHS SAS GH! || SA SHS ANS Usso AGT Et 


CHE AJABAST AJABAST FATWA-E SHUMA, B-JAZ RAASTI SUKHAN GUFTAN ZIYAAN (68) 


Strange are your religious proclamations (which are against the shariat). 
You speak anything but the truth and that will ultimately hurt you. 


26. Hd Sal Ud ula AH FY de Il So Gl Y Ud DHE YSaT EI 


MAZAN TEG BAR KHOON KAS BE-DREG, TURA NEEZ KHOON AST BA CHARKH-E TEG (69) 


You are shedding the blood of people without any reason. Remember! 
Your blood will also be shed by the heavenly sword. 


27. 3 WSS HAV Hdd UA! fag I fa B Blond WAS G SAU IDOI 


TU GAAFAL M-SHOO MARD YAZDAAN SHANAAS, KE O BE NIAAZ AST O BE-SAPAAS (70) 


Aurangzeb! Don’t be unaware of the Almighty for He is free from want and 
does not need any flattery. 


There are around 30 lines which are criticizing Aurangzeb calling him a liar, 
a tyrant, non-believer of God, cunning like a fox, saying that his end is near, 
Guru feels pity on him(67), Aurangzeb’s blood will also shed(69), calling him 


Uast (105,106). 


Now, let's come to those 6 lines where it looks like that Guruji has praised 
Aurangzeb which is not true and contradictory to the whole Zafarnama and 
history, In actual these lines are taunt on Aurangzeb and have contradiction 
with criticism of Aurangzeb. We will go line by line and analyse. 


Line- 


fa THOS FHSS SHS ats Il yee se HES wi ATfafy wnt Ito ll 


KE HUSN AL-JAMAAL AST-O ROSHAN ZAMEER 
KHUDAVAND-E MULK AST-O SAHIB AMEER (90) 


Aurangzeb is beauty personified. He is bright minded ie; quick thinker and 
he is the lord of his kingdom; 


Contradiction- 
1. HHS Sd Ud Us GAY Vda Il so old Y vay doe UST EC 
MAZAN TEG BAR KHOON KAS BE-DREG, TURA NEEZ KHOON AST BA CHARKH-E TEG (69) 


You are shedding the blood of people without any reason. Remember! Your 
blood will also be shed by the heavenly sword. 


Guruji has previously said that Aurangzeb is shedding the blood of people without any 
reason, now tell how can a bright minded person shed blood of poor people without any 
reason? How can he call Aurangzeb a bright minded when he previously criticized him? 
Instead he was quoting the lines of the people who portrays him as a bright minded 


person. 


2. faa fa Get HATH at Il S Tesd AH! AH YO Aat NEU 
BAYED KE YAZDAAN SHANAASI KUNI, NA GUFTEH KASAN KAS KHARAASHI KUNI (65) 


You should recognise the Lord Almighty and, stop harming and tormenting the people 
on the advise of others. 


Second contradiction is this line where Guruji said you’re listening to the 
advices of others and harming poor people (means you're just a pawn in 


the hands of big players). This is nowhere an attribute of a bright minded 
person. 


fot 8S didd MHS Ud HSA HS Il FHT UST WHS UAC! WaT |190E 


KE O RA GAROOR AST BAR MULK-O MAAL, VA MARA PANAH AST YAZDAAN AKAAL (106) 


That you are proud (garoor) of the strength of your empire and the wealth, 
while | am under the protection of the Supreme Being. 


fa saste MISA Y Sead Sar | yee Va Yess Sa ICAI 


B- TARTEEB DAANISH B-TADBEER TEG 
KHUDAVAND DEG-O KHUDAVAND TEG (91) 


Aurangzeb is wise and knowledgeable and is skilful wielder of the sword. He is the 
provider of all the necessities of the people and lords over the world with his military 
might 


Aurangzeb is not wise or knowledgeable he is just cunning like a fox. 


1. 8 SSH fa A Hofe Garg UP Il Td Idiot dd Suge FT IASI 


NA DAANAM KI EEN MARD ROBAH-E PEECH, VAGAR HARGIZ EEN RAH NIYAYAM B-HEECH (24) 


| do not know that this person (Aurangzeb) is cunning like a fox. Otherwise 
| would never have come to this place i.e. Chamkaur (by vacating 
Anandpur on the false oaths of Aurangzeb and his men). 


2. & GH UgHsl 6 MBate C1 Il S Ade HSH S HHY Wall SEI 


NA EEMAN PRASTI NA AUZAA-E DEEN, NA SAHIB SHANAASI NA MOHKAM YAKEEN (46) 


You neither have faith in your religion nor you understand its meaning. You 
even do not understand the Almighty and you do not firm faith in Him 


3. fa uae was fear of ugedt 11 fa de was Ae de Hf aed 9 


KE AJAB AST INSAAF-O DEEN PARVARI, KE HEIF AST SAD HEIF EEN SARVARI (67) 


That strange is your justice and strange are the ways of (your) religion. And 
your lordship? What a pity! It is pitiable hundreds of times. 


4. fa me MAS MAY WHS SAS GH! || SH DHS ANS Usso AG WEtil 


CHE AJABAST AJABAST FATWA-E SHUMA, B-JAZ RAASTI SUKHAN GUFTAN ZIYAAN (68) 


Strange are your religious proclamations (which are against the shariat). 
You speak anything but the truth and that will ultimately hurt you. 


5. Had Sal Ud ula AH 8 Uda Il So Ald YW Ud Doe YSaT MEI 


MAZAN TEG BAR KHOON KAS BE-DREG, TURA NEEZ KHOON AST BA CHARKH-E TEG (69) 


You are shedding the blood of people without any reason. Remember! 
Your blood will also be shed by the heavenly sword. 


In the line it is said that Aurangzeb thinks himself as a wise and knowledgeable 
person to which in the contradictory line 1&2 said that Aurangzeb is just clever as 
a fox. He doesn’t have knowledge of Almighty God neither he has knowledge 
about his Sharia rules. Then in the praising line it is said that Aurangzeb thinks that 
he provides necessities to all the people and is lord of the word, but then you 
should read the contradictory line number (3,4 and 5) where Guruji is saying 
you're destroyer of the poor and | pity hundred times on you empire. 


Line- 


fo sufaa adie MAS ed Hal ad Il HEU fies PT Hd fits 3 II 
KE BAKSHASH KABIR AST DAR JANG KOH 
MALAAYEK SIFT CHU SUR-RYAA SHAKOH (93) 


His magnificence is great. In war he is like a mountain. He has the 
attributes of angels and his splendour matches the pleiades (“seven 
sisters” in the constellation Taurus). 


Contradictions- 


First of all, we ought to hold a two-minute of silence for those who believes that 
Aurangzeb was a mountain in battle. This is an open taunt to Aurangzeb because 
he always used to send his generals ahead and himself used to keep a distance , 
Yes he came only once ina face to face conflict, which was with Dara Shikoh, and 
he won that because Dara Shikoh lacked adequate military knowledge. 


The next line says that Aurangzeb is an angel ! 


Killed his own brother, imprisoned his father , killed the father of Guru Gobind 
Singh, killed the 4 sons of Guru Gobind Singh, killed lakhs of Hindus and Sikhs and 
you think Guru Gobind Singh will call him an angel ? 


This was again a taunt, Guruyji is insulting him he is quoting what his ministers, his 
poets and Persian scholars portrays him as. 


Some lines from Zafarnama which contradicts 


1. MAZAN TEG BAR KHOON KAS BE-DREG, TURA NEEZ KHOON AST BA CHARKH-E TEG (69) 


You are shedding the blood of people without any reason. Remember! Your blood will 
also be shed by the heavenly sword. 


2. TU BAJABR AJIZ KHARAASHI MAKUN, KASM RA B-TEESHEH TARAASHI MAKUN (109) 


Aurangzeb! Stop using your force to torment and maiming ( the innocents ). Do not 
oppress these helpless people on (false) oaths. 


3. SHH OG VSOH fal Uae! AGA || SHE fl J ATT eS HST ICI 
TURA MAN NADAANAM KE YAZDAAN SHANAAS, BAR-AAMAD Z TU KAR-HA DIL KHARAASH (85) 


| do not know if you believe in the Almighty since you have performed too many deeds 
that were tyrannical.(calling him tyrant) 


4. HOHE SH ZS Uae! AH IS Woe GHZ Pe Ss MAH ITE 


SHANAASID HAMEEHN TU BA YAZDAAN KARIM, NA-KHAWAHAD HAMEEN TU B-DAULAT AZEEM 
(86) 


The bountiful Almighty knows your (evil) deeds well. He does not want you to continue 
having this great wealth (Aurangzeb! Your kingdom is coming to an end by the will of 
Almighty). 


Do angels oppress poor people ? Guruji had previously mentioned that Aurangzeb is a 
tyrant. 


Line- 

no ° el . 
HSA Midge WSHt 1 fo eats vg MAS Ud WAS Its II 
SHEHAN-SHAHE AURANG ZEB AALAMIN 
KE DARA-E DAUR AST-O DOOR AST DEEN (94) 


Aurangzeb is the king of kings. He is the lord of the world and has all the riches of this 
age. But he is far from righteousness and justice. 


Contradictions- 


1. fa wae ws feone ff ugedt || fa de wins He de Ht Aged E91 


KE AJAB AST INSAAF-O DEEN PARVARI, KE HEIF AST SAD HEIF EEN SARVARI (67) 


That strange is your justice and strange are the ways of (your) religion. And 
your lordship? What a pity! It is pitiable hundreds of times. 


Here, the Guru has earlier stated that Aurangzeb you may have a vast 
lordship but | pity a hundred of times on your lordship. Why would he first 
criticize his lordship and then suddenly praise him ? It is we the people who 
have lack of knowledge to understand the writings of Guru Gobind Singh. 


| hope the doubts of some people must be cleared, Guru has not 
praised Aurangzeb, he had taunted him of what he thinks about 
himself which is not true. 


Some more verses where Guru has mentioned about Aurangzeb’s 
‘GHAMAND’ 


1. Jo dd Ad JHS Bad < ad Il fa HT fodid MAS UAE Had 
AOU Il 


TURA GAR NAZAR AST LASHKAR VA ZAR, KE MARA NIGEH AST YAZDAAN SHUKAR (105) 


You are proud of your military might and all the wealth at your disposal. On 
the other hand | am looking towards the Almighty to whom | am always 
grateful. 


2. fa OT ddd WHS Yd HSA HS Il SH T US MHZ UAT! MATS 
IQOE I 


KE O RA GAROOR AST BAR MULK-O MAAL, VA MARA PANAH AST YAZDAAN AKAAL (106) 


That you are proud of the strength of your empire and the wealth, while | 
am under the protection of the Supreme Being. 


Here, pay attention on the urdu verse ‘ KE O RA GAROOR ‘ here the 
word Garoor comes which means Ghamand. 


Now, let’s come to the part where it is said that Guru was trying to 
meet Aurangzeb, but in reality it was Aurangzeb who was trying to 
meet the Guru. We will prove this from the verses of “Zafarnama”. 


Aurangzeb had earlier sent three letters to the Guru for peace and 
friendship. 


As we all know, he used to invite people to a meeting and then used 
to seize them. 


Similar circumstances occurred with Chattrapati Shivaji Maharaj, 
where Aurangzeb first invited him then captured him, that's why Guru 
called Aurangzeb cunning like a fox, but there's a difference between 
cunning and wise. 


Verses calling for a meeting 


1. fa Hae T Add Usa SHS Il fa TAN ATSHS UA UAAS Stil 
KE EEN MARD RA ZARRA EITBAAR-E NEEST, CHI KASM-E KURAN AST YAZDAAN YAKEEST (48) 


This man(Aurangzeb)can not be trusted even equivalent of a speck and who swears by 
Koran and says that God is one. 


2. DAA adi Ae qae feufsurg |l Hd asdd Sue WA SSE" ISI 
CHEH KASME KURAN SAD KUNAD IKHTI-AAR, MRAA KATREH NI-YA-YAD AZ-O EIT-BAAR (49) 


(So now) if you swear hundred times on the Koran, | do not have any trust in you even 
equivalent of a drop of water (The Master is responding to the third letter of Aurangzeb 
that he received at Dina village inviting him to meet Aurangzeb. The earlier two letters 


were received by him at Anandpur) 


3. Wdiddd So Ssa” MH || Hd YAS & UAT TH? UO II 


AGARCHEH TURA EIT-BAAR AAMAD-E, KAMAR BASTEH-E PESH-VAAZ AAMAD-E (50) 


If you had trust ( in your own promise of meeting me ), you would have 
come here (to meet me)and | would have welcomed you. 


Now, here we need to understand what promise Guruji is talking about 
he is talking about the promise of peace and no discrimination on the 


people of Punjab that Aurangzeb had earlier assured Guru off. 


Now, we all know that Guru’s ideology is “When all the stratagem 


employed for (solving) an affair or problem are exhausted,(only) then 


taking your hand to the sword is legitimate” 


Which means before war always try to use alternate methods but if those 


alternative are exhausted then only you should pick up the sword. 


So, if Aurangzeb was ready for peace then Guru was also ready for peace 
for his people, but Aurangzeb lied on his Kuran, that’s why we find 


multiple verses saying I’ll never trust Aurangzeb because he is a liar. 


4. fa SdH WHS Ud Ad So SAYS | fa AVS WET MAS AHH MAS HS INU AII 


KE FARZ AST BAR SAR TURA EEN SUKHAN, KE KAUL-E KHUDA AST KASM AST MAN (51) 


It is incumbent on you now to keep your word (and come and meet me). At 
that time you had given word in the name of God and had said, “| swear “ 
(to keep your word of coming and meeting me personally) 


Again, the Guru is referring to Aurangzeb’s previous letter where he lied 
about meeting the Guru. But now Guruji wants to meet him personally. 


5. WMdld ddds Ye fHSTed HE Il SHS FES ag Shed ASE NYRI 


AGAR HAZRAT-E KHUD SITAD-EH SHAWAD, B-JAAN-O DIL-E KAR VAAZEH SHAWAD (52) 


If you presents yourself here, any activity (undertaken) either by heart or by 
life will be clarified (whatever has happened will be discussed) 
6. HA dy sdo MAS ald dat ll SHAY Sfensd BH Aat ysl 


SHUMA RA CHU FARZ AST KAR-E KUNI, B-MOOJAB NIVESHTEH SHUMAAR-E KUNI (53) 


It is your duty to fulfil the task undertaken by you and stick to whatever you 
have written in your letter. 


7. SfeHsd dae edesd vet 1 fara fa ST arg Tas GH usil 


NIVISHTEH RASEED-O B-GUFTAN ZUBAAN, B-BAAYED KI EEN KAR RAAHAT RASAAN (54) 


| have received your communication and also heard your message 
(through your representative who met me here in Dina). You should 
complete this work to bring peace and tranquility (which you earlier said) 


8. JH Hdd Mud Hed ANOS Il 3 fan fedid ed Cas fed Wuyi 


HAMU MARD BAA-YED SHAWAD SUKHANVAR, NA SHIKM-E DIGAR DAR DAHAAN-E DIGAR (55) 


A man should also keep his word. (He should not say) something with his 
mouth and (have) something else in his stomach.( Again stating him as a 
liar) 


9. fx at Hd des Yd SUH Il Mold THT We feud AEH NYE II 


KE KAZI MARAA GUFT BEROON NA AM, AGAR RASTI KHUD B-YARI KADAM (56) 


What your representative has said, | agree with that . If you are truthful, you 
will yourself come here in the spirit of truth. (This verse shows that 
Aurangzeb not only had written letter, he had also sent his agent to meet 
the Master personally for discussions) 


10. So dd yaa ais adi | afoae WH DT GASH JH |1U9 II 


TURA GAR B-YAAYED B-KAUL-E KURAN, B-NAZD-E SHUMA RA RASAANAM HAMAAN (57) 


If you want, | can also have the copy of Koran delivered to you, which has the (false) written 
promises (ie; Guruji will be given safe passage out of Anandpur fort. Important agreements 
amongst the Moslems were usually written, on oath, on the blank pages in the copy of Koran to 
give them authenticity) 


11. fa Sudle td AHY aids ASE || Sai UA HBAS BTH Hee UCI 
KE TASHREEF DAR KASBEH KANGAR KUNAD, VAZAAN PAS MULAAKAT BAAHAM SHAWAD (58) 


If you visits Kangar village (where | am staying) then we both can meet each other 


12. 6 Add Udl did Usdd SIHS Il Hd of Sars Jah HAS Wt 
NA ZARRA DAREEN RAH KHATREH TURAST, HAMEH KUAM-E BIRAD HUKM-E MARAST (59) 
(If you decide to come here) there will be no danger to your person at all since the Birad 


people (of Kangar area) are all under my command.(still assuring him safe passage 
even though Aurangzeb lied so much) 


13. faut St AUS Ye Taal ASH | Be BHT fHaTaal ASH INE ll 
BI-AA TA B-MAN KHUD ZUBAANI KUNAM, B-ROO-E SHUMA MEHARBAANI KUNAM (60) 


Aurangzeb! Come here and | will talk to you face to face and this way | will show my 
compassion for you (by showing you the right path to follow) 


Compassion here means feels pity on Aurangzeb’s deeds. 


14, Wa WAY AERTS We Jad Il feat St aiid gy He ST fear” EI 
YAK-E ASP SHAYESTEH-E YAK HAZAAR, BI-AA TA B-GIRI B-MAN EEN DAYAAR (61) 


(Aurangzeb! you have written to me) to bring one expensive horse whose cost should be one 
thousand and that in return | can take this territory (of Anandpur. (This verse confirms that Guru 
Ji had received a letter from Aurangzeb while at Dina where he wrote Zafarnama ) One author 
has translated this verse conveying a challenge from Guru Ji in that he ( Guru Ji) has a select 
horse out of 1000 horses and which he will set free and invited Aurangzeb to catch it and hence 
fight with him to take the area where Guru Ji was residing at that time ie at Dina) 


15. Hon Tt ded WadH ll add JAH Mae SAT THIGH WER 
SHAHAN-SHAH RA BANDEH-E CHAAKAR-AM, AGAR HUKM AA-YED B-JAAN HAAZAR-AM (62) 
| am the menial servant of the Almighty, and only if His command comes to me, | will 


present myself personally. 


Here, Guruji is saying that he doesn't follows Aurangzeb’s orders, he will 
only come when Almighty asks him to go. 

16. Mdldfdd fares Y SIHTS HS || Jyds faa JH AS 3S NEI 
AGAR-CHEH BI-AA-YAD B-FURMAAN-E MAN, HAZOORAT BI-AA-YAM HAMEH JAAN-O TAN (63) 


If | get the command of the Almighty, (only then) | will come to you 


faarae fo Get HST ASt Il G Tesd AH! AH HTH Fat WEI 
17. BAYED KE YAZDAAN SHANAASI KUNI, NA GUFTEH KASAN KAS KHARAASHI KUNI (65) 


You should recognise the Lord Almighty and, stop harming and tormenting the people 
on the advise of others 


18. 3 HASU GH Adel atears | fa mae WHS freA GH He IEE II 


TU MASNAD NASHEEN SAR-VAR-E KAA-E NAAT, KE AJAB AST INSAAF EEN HAM SIFAAT (66) 


You are occupying the throne in the name of the Lord of the universe. But strange is 
your justice and strange are your attributes 


19. Hdd J MUA UPHst Fat ll FY atd HAT TB HAST at és l 


AGAR TU B-YAZDAAN PRASTI KUNI, B-PKAR-E MARA EEN NA SUSTI KUNI (64) 
If you worship the Almighty God, then you will not show any laxity in this 
affair (ie; you will not delay in coming and meeting me) 


But because Aurangzeb did not came to meet the Guru, the Guru 
then wrote the Fatehnama- Declaration of War. 


Because now all the alternative of peace were closed, so now it 
was time to pick up the weapon. 


Fatehnama — Declaration of War 


1. UO eee Sal Sad UeTee Std Has AUG 


B-NAAM-E KHUDAVAND TEG-O TABAR KHUDAVAND TEER-O SANAAN-O 
SAPAR 


In the name of the Lord who manifests Himself as weapons of war viz the 
sword, the axe, the arrow, the spear, and the shield 


2. YeTSe HATTA Al MAH HUTS MAUS UT Ug Tet 
KHUDAVAND MARDAAN-CE JANG AAZMAA 
KHUDAVAND ASPAAN-E PAA DAR HAWAA 
The Lord is with the brave warriors who, mounted on their horses, fly 
through the air. 

3. TH g UGA 8-ee B-H CBs St UST B-aTE 


HAMAAN KU TURA PADSHAHI B-DAAD B-MAA DAULAT-E DEEN PANAAHI B- 
DAADThe 


Lord who has bestowed upon you the kingdom has granted me the honour of 
protecting the faith 


4, Sa Jaa a GT Had Gt Na arg Aral a free Aer 


TURA TURKTAAZI BA MAKAR-O RAYAA MARAA CHAAREH SAAZI BA SIDAK-O 
SAFAA 


Where as you are engaged in plunder by deceit and lies, I am on the path of 
truth and purity 


5. Salad Sa’ oH Gdalny, Gddnlal a trae edgy 
NA ZEEBAD TURA NAAK AURUANGZEB ZAURANG ZEEBAN NA YAABAD FAREB 


The name Aurangzeb" does not befit you, since a king who is supposed to 
bring honour to the throne, will not indulge in deceit 


6. SAIS MA Hat G fons S SA Aa VS! Aral Sa STH HA 


TASBEEHAT AZ SUJA O RISHTER-E BESH KAZAAN DAANA SAAZI VAZAAN 
DAAM-E KHWESH 


Aurangzeb! Your rosary is nothing more than a bundle of beads and thread. 
With every move ofa bead, you entrap others in your snare 


7. sua fued ot a fagend fa ST YS Bored Beret ffoAs 


TU KHAAK-E PIDAR RA BA KIRDAAR-E ZISHT BA KHOON-E BARAADAR B- 
DAADI SIRISHT 


Aurangzeb! By your grisly act, you have put your father's name in the dust; by 
murdering your own brothers you have added (to the list of your evil deeds) 


8. SAMS S, UH adel faa! gare Bd Ss He TT 


VAZAAN KHAANA-E KHAAM KARDI BINAA BARAA-E DAR-E DAULAT-E 
KHAWEESH RA 


And from that (by imprisoning your father and murdering your brothers) you 
have laid a weak foundation of your kingdom 


9. HS AKG VT MSHS UH MAS AGH Pale nTIS Tot PIAS 


MANN AKNOON BA AFZAAL-E PURSH-E AKAAL KUNAM Z AAB-E AAHAN 
CHUNAAN BARSHGAAL 


Now by the grace of the Lord, I have made the water of steel (Amrit for my 
warriors) which will fall upon you like a torrent 


10. & Idlata Mat ad led HH feaal SHA Fd Ua TH 


KE HARGIZ AZAAN CHAAR DEEWAR-E SHOOM NISHAANI N-MAANAD BAR-EEN 
PAAK BOOM 


And with this (torrent of Amrit), your sinister kingdom will vanish from this 
holy land without a trace 


11. Aad eae fag aH mH 
A HAYS JH SS A Het 
Z KOH-E DAKAN TISHNEH KAAM AAMDI 2 MEWAAR HAM TALKH JAAM AAMDI 


You came thirsty (defeated) from the mountains of South; the Rajputs have 
also made you drink the bitter cup (of defeat). 


12. adl A gd nad fads dee fa mi saul @ fsnails Jee 


BAR-EEN SU CHUN AKNOON NIGAHAT RAWAD KE AAN TALKHI-O TISHANGEET 
RAWAD 


Now you are casting your sight towards this side (Punjab). Here also your 
thirst will remain unquenched 


13. To! MISH Hd SSS 6d A UATY MIS GI YES CTH 


CHUNAAN AATASH-E ZEER NAAL-AT NAHAM Z PUJAB AABAT NA KHURDAN 
DEHAM 


I will put fire under your feet when you come to Punjab and I will not let you 
even drink water here 


14. dd He dd WS Tad WT IH gust ye AT 


CHE SHUD GAR SHAGAAL-E BA MAKR-O RAYAA HAMEEN KUSHT DO BACHEH-E 
SHER RA 


What is so great if a jackal kills two cubs ofa tiger by deceit and cunning? 


15. 0 Ad ferat fet HS JH FB fsa fase TH 
CHUN SHER-E ZIAAN ZINDEH MANAD HAM-E 
Z TU INTKAAM-E S SITAANAD HAM-E 


Since that formidable tiger still lives, he will definitely take revenge 


16. Ol Stdid Td aH Bon yes 
fa Sten HET ST TSM) HVT 


NA DEEGAR GARAA-YAM BA NAAM-E KHUDAAT KE DEEDAM KHUDA VA 
KALAAM-E KHUDAAT 


I no longer trust you or your God since I have seen your God as well as his 
word 


17. WHdle J Psa SHS Hd AAT AHA at ST HSE 
BA SAUGAND TU EITBAAR-E NA MAANAD 


I do not trust your oaths any more and now there is no other way for me 
except to take up the sword 


18. Bel Td Mai Aled Madd SIH Sle Ad A OH B-ed 


TU-EE GURG-E BARAAN KASHEEDEH AGAR NAHAM NEEZ SHER-E Z DAAM-E B- 
DAR 


If you are an old fox, I will too keep my tigers out of your snare 


19. dd Wa des Hales a HHS 
OHH DT Aeg & ura GHZ 


AGAR BAAZ GUFT-O SHANEEDAT BA MAAST NUMAAYAM TURA JADEH-E 
PAAK-O RAAST 


If you come to me for detailed and frank talks, I shall show you the path of 
purity and truthfulness 


20. gai d Guad Henig nee 


B-MAIDAAN DO LASHKAR SAF-AARA-E SHAWAND 


Z DOORI B-HAM AASH-KAARA SHAWAND 


Let the forces from both sides array in the battlefield at such a distance that 
they are visible to each other 


A frat gg t HSE SAHA Id P MTHS dee St. SHH dd 


MI-AAN HAR DO MANAD DO FARSANG-E RAAH CHUN AARASTAH GARDAD EEN 
RAZM GAAH 


The battle field should be arranged in such a manner that both the forces 
should be separated by a reasonable distance (of two furlongs) 


22. MAT Ig wi MIA & AraAT 
HO MH Y-Sae J a CHe|l 


AZAAN PAS DAR AAN ARSAH-E KAARZAAR MANN AAYAM B-NAZD-E TU BAA 
DO SWAAR 


Then I will advance in the battle field for combat with your forces along with 
two of my riders 


23. 3A OH SHE AH Vded 
DT Adit Heat Bl Ud eT 


TU AZ NAAZ-O NE-MAT SAMAR KHORDER Z JANGI JAWAANAN NA BAR 
KHORDEH 


So far you have been enjoying the fruits of a cosy and comfortable life but 
never faced the fierce warriors (in the battle field). 


24. a-Hel faa ye at 3S Jad HAS HSA HBA Hid Had 


B-MAIDAAN BIYAA KHUD BA TEG-O TABAR MAKUN KHALK-E KHALLAK ZEER- 
O ZABAR 


Now come into the battle field with your weapons and stop tormenting the 
people who are the creation of the Lord. 


THE DOUBT ON GURU GOBIND SINGH CALLING HIMSELF AN IDOL 
BREAKER. 


There is a line in “Zafarnama” which often sparks attentions and looks 
somewhat Anti- Hindu. 


HOH GASH afout ugese Il fa wi ys UNS HS Yshhas tu 


MANAM KUSHTEH AM KOHI-AAN BUT PRAST, KE O BUT PRASTAND-O MAN BUT 
SHIKAST (95) 


| am also the annihilator of the hill rajas, the idol worshippers. They are idol 
worshippers and | am the idol breaker. 


Now, this is just a blunt translation without keeping in mind previous history, 
nor the teachings of the Guru. Yes, the Guru was against idol worshiping 
but he never ordered anyone to destroy any idol, instead there are sources 
which says he went to Naina Devi Mandir for Yagya hawan. He wrote 
dozens of writing but it is never mentioned to destroy the idols because it is 
a disrespect to the faith of someone. Guru Granth Sahib had also never 
advocated to destroy idol though it prohibits a Sikh to do idol worshiping 
which is their ideology. We should also remember that many Rajputs who 
are traditionally idol-worshippers joined Guru Gobind Singh, now if Guru 
was Idol destroyer why the Hindus used to join his Army ? 


During the Sikh empire of Maharaja Ranjit Singh, there are no case of idol 
breaking, instead he used to donated Gold to the temples and even banned 


cow. 
So, what Guru Gobind Singh is actually trying to say ? 


For the actual meaning we need to analyze the urdu verse 


MANAM KUSHTEH AM KOHI-AAN BUT PRAST, KE O BUT PRASTAND-O MAN BUT 
SHIKAST (95) 


After the comma it is written “ke o but prast and o man but 
shikast’ 


Now, the word which is translated as breaker is ‘ shikast ‘ this 


word was commonly used by the Mughals for the word ‘defeat’ 


The literal meaning of Shikast at those times was defeat not 


breaker , for breaker there were more heavy words. 


So, the meaning which can be interpreted from here and 
keeping the history in mind, which is also translated by many 
scholars is “They are idol worshipers and I’m the defeater of 
this practice(idol worshiping)” 


| hope I’ve given ample logics, proofs, ideology, context and 
previous history to better understand the Zafarnama. 


Daas Taranjeet Singh 


